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Are  we  becoming  a  nation  of  tea-drinkers? 

It  would  seem  so,  judging  from  figures  in  today's  r  ep  o  r  ■■from  -  -our  Jfesb  feagfrwr 
correspondent  with  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration.  TWTgr*£am"inistration, 
as  you  know,  enforces  the  Federal  Tea  Act. 

And  the  Tea  Act,  as  you  also  know,  "provides  for  the  examination  of  all  tea 
offered  for  entry  into  the  United  States,  and  the  admission  of  only  such  tea  as 
seets  the  standard  of  quality,  purity,  and  fitness  for  consumption  set  by  the 
Jnited  States  Government." 

Now  let's  see  how  much  tea  was  examined  by  the  United  States  Tea  Examiners 
in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1937.  Prepare  to  be  surprised,  for  it '  s  a  big  figure 
-  nore  than  91  and  a  half  million  pounds.  That's  an  increase  of  almost  seven  and 
a  half  million  pounds,  over  the  amount  of  tea  imported  the  year  before.  In  fact, 
quoting  today's  report  directly,  "it  represents  the  largest  amount  imported  since 
1929,  except  for  the  year  1933,  in  which  several  million  pounds  more  were  examined 
during  the  present  year.  " 

Now  let's  see  what  kinds  of  teas  were  examined.     They  were  invoiced  or 
classified  under  about  forty  different  designations,  representing  varieties  or 
geographical  names.     "But  over  95  percent  of  them  —  more  than  nine-tenths  —  con- 
sisted of  the  following  teas,  11  quoting  our  report.     So  I'll  read  "the  following 
teas,"  to  give  you  an  idea  of  what  varieties  are  most  popular  in  the  United  States. 

The  list  begins  with  Ceylon  tea  —  Ceylon  teas  made  up  almost  one-fourth 
of  the  total  amount  examined.     Next,  India  tea  —  there  was  a  great  amount  of  that 
too.   Next,  Java  and  Japan  teas  —  about  the  same  amount  of  each.    And  the  other 
varieties  of  tea  imported  into  the  United  States  included  Sumatra,  Formosa  Oolong, 
?ing  Suey  Green,  Congou,  Japan  Dust,  Formosa  Black,  and  Japan  Black. 


That  completes  the  list  given  herewith. 


Our  correspondent  says  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  tea 
examined  by  each  of  the  tea  examiners.    At  the  port  of  New  York,  they  examined 
5P_re  than  half  of  the  total  amount  imported  —  58  percent.     In  Boston,  almost  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  —  24  percent.    On  the  West  Coast,  representing  San  Francisco 
and  Seattle  ports,  16.5  percent.    And  a  small  amount  was  examined  at  Honolulu. 


Now,  even  though  you  listened  carefully  to  the  list  of  varieties  of  tea  I 
read  a  moment  ago,  and  were  unable  to  remember  the  names,  you  may  console  yourself 
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ffith  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  all  these  designations  —  there  are  forty,  in  all  — 
all  the  tea  comes  into  this  country  may  he  classified  under  three  general  headings 
'..  Jreen  or  unfermented;  Oolong  or  semi- fermented;  and  Black,  or  fully- fermented. 

Quoting  our  report  directly:     "Green  tea  which  is    unfermented  comes  mainly 
Japan  and  China,  with  a  small  amount  from  Ceylon.     Something  over  18  million 
pounds  of  green  tee.  were  imported  this  year.     That  represents  a  gain  of  nearly  four 
million  pounds  over  last  year." 

Next,  black  tea,  fully  fermented.    And,  still  quoting:     "There  are  recog- 
nized in  the  tea  trade  two  main  types  of  "black  tea,  one  referred  to  as  warm  fer- 
ginted,  of  which  China  Congou  is  characteristic,  and  the  other  type  known  as  cold 
fermented.    The  cold  fermented  type  is  characteristic  of  the  black  teas  coming  from 
India,  Ceylon  and  the  Netherlands  Indies,  small  amounts  coming  from  Japan,  Formosa 
and  Africa.    Teas  of  the  cold  fermented  type,  when  so  graded,  are  often  designated 
and  sold  as  Orange  Pekoe  or  Pekoe.    These  terms,  strictly  speaking,"  —  that  means 
the  terms  Orange  Pekoe  and  Pekoe  —  "represent  only  leaf  or  grading  sizes,  and  do 
not  have  special  reference  to  cup  quality.  " 

And  here's  an  interesting  figure  about  black  tea,  still  quoting:     "Both  this 
r  and  last,  black  tea  represented  slightly  over  73  percent —  almost  one-fourth 
-  cf  the  total  teas  examined.    This  year,  the  total  black  tea  received  was  somewhat 
over  67  million  pounds.    Of  this,  about  90  percent  came  from  Indie,,  Ceylon,  Java, 
and  Sumatra. " 

Now  we'll  learn  something  about  our  third  main  type  of  tea  —  Oolong,  or 
semi-fermented.    All  tea  of  this  type  comes  from  Formosa  and  China,  most  of  it  from 
Tornosa.    Quoting:     "There  was  a  material  drop  in  the  amount  of  Oolong  imported. 
Slightly  under  6  million  pounds  were  examined  this  year,  the  amount  being  very 
:losely  2  million  pounds  less  than  last  year." 

In  conclusion,  our  correspondent  states:     "Of  the  entire  large  amount  of  tea 
examined,  less  than  one-tenth  of  one  percent  was  rejected.     However,  over  the  last 
ten  years  the  total  rejects  have  been  small  and  have  not  materially  exceeded  one- 
quarter  of  one  percent.     This  constitutes  a  good  indication  of  the  care  taken  by 
shippers  in  foreign  countries  to  send  forward  only  tea  known  to  comply  with  the 
standards  set  by  the  United  States  Government." 

That's  all  —  unless  you'll  have  a  cup  of  tea  with  me.     Cream  or  lemon?  One 
lump  or  two? 


